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Hello, everyone. My name is Naobumi Higashikawa, from Tokyo Metropolitan
Government in Japan. I'm attending as an environmental expert on behalf of Tokyo
Governor, Yuriko Koike.

Firstly, I'd like to thank Governor and Mayor of Ulaanbaatar SUNDUI for providing us
with such a valuable opportunity.
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And I'm very sorry that our governor Koike could not attend this forum. She needs to
attend an assembly, to discuss important policies for making Tokyo even more “safe city,
“diverse city” and “smart city”, and accelerate the movement toward Tokyo Olympics
and Paralympics game in 2020, which will lead to further progress and development of
Tokyo and Japan.
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Nine out of ten people worldwide are currently living in the area withpolluted air,
according to the latest figures released by the World Health Organisation this month. 7
million people are dying every year from exposure to fine particles in polluted air, the
vast majority of them in the world’s cities. These pollutants are released from various
sources, such as vehicles, industrial activities and open burning of trash, and they are
contributing towards climate change.
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Tokyo Governor, Koike stated that the leaders of cities have responsibility to protect the
health of every citizen living in their cities, and commit to urgent and bold action to

clean the air that we breathe, reduce waste and cut greenhouse gas emissions.
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Tokyo hosted the Tokyo Forum for Clean City & Clear Sky last month. Participants in
this forum, including mayors and city leaders from 22 cities as well as international
experts, shared best practices and experiences and discussed how to solve the identified
issues. The 22 cities adopted the Tokyo Declaration on Realization of Clean Cities &
Clear Skies and agreed to make it our goal to realize a sustainable urban
environment. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Deputy Governor
Jantsan, and the cities who attended the meeting.
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Tokyo will continue to utilize your policies and knowledge to advance efforts toward
realization of a sustainable urban environment along the Tokyo Declaration, and devote
ourselves to finding solutions to environmental issues for the sake of our planet and our
children.

I will also do my best for the success of this forum.

Thank you for your attention.



